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Paul J. McNulty, United States Attorney for the Eastern Didrict of Virgina, announced
that Thuong Mong Nguyen, age 32, aresident of Westmingter, California, was sentenced today by
United States Didrict Judge Jerome B. Friedman to aprison term of 150 months and ordered to
pay $1.3 million in restitution to the Bank of America.

Nguyen was responsible for the operation of a nationwide identity theft and bank fraud ring
which utilized the servicesof a Bank of America employee to obtain personal customer
information including names, dates of birth, socia security numbers, addresses, and account
balances. Nguyen would then recruit individuals to impersonate the customer by using fraudulent
identification documents, checks and counter withdrawal dips. The money would then be
withdrawn from the customers accounts, converted into cashiers checks and subsequently cashed.
The group operated in Virgina, Maryland, North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, Florida,
Tennessee, Kansas, Washington, and California. Asareault of the conspiracy, the Bank of
America sustained lossesin excess of $1 million.

The investigation was conducted by the United States Secret Service with assistance from
Bank of Americainvestigators and the Norfolk, Virginia, and Westminster, California Police
Depatments. Assgant United States Attorneys Robert J. Seidd, Jr. and Stephen Campbell
prosecuted the case.
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